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Dear COCOA supporter

2008 has been a year of highs and lows for Chiba bu
here at COCOA we're looking back with some pride at
what we have achieved this year — and forwardeo th
exciting challenges of 2009.

News from our projects

The baby clinic
we supported i
Hunan has
treated 32
newly
abandoned
infants as well
as many more
long-term
residents of the
project. Little
Xin Yang is

one such child whose life was saved. Sh¢
was abandoned in January this year
weighing only 1.5kg. After a brief
period in an incubator at the local hosy

she was returned to the baby clinic where

she continued to be closely monitored.
She has made fantastic progress and no
at 8 months old is developing well and
looking forward to being adopted into a
loving family.
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Building continues apace at the new

orphanage in Henan which will be partly
funded by the Virgin Change for Children
appeal. COCOA has advanced funds in

anticipation of the Virgin appeal towards the

fitting out of the orphanage. Read the repc
overleaf from Eliza who worked in the cer
over the summer holidays.

We are delighted to sponsor a play centre
the province of Guizhou to support foster
parents and their foster children.

Thanks to you, our supporters, we have be
able to help several children receive the
specialist treatment they needed for
conditions such as spina bifida,
meningoceles and cleft palate. We are
particularly grateful for the support from
CMF in Hong Kong.
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Watch this space for news of more exciting newegutgj in 2009 !




We were amazed and delighted to
receive, totally out of the blue, a cheque
for £3,000 from Cranbrook School in
Kent. The pupils there raised this money
by a variety of fundraising events,
including a sponsored walk to and aro
Hemsted Forest. Thanks guys, we are
grateful for your donation!
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Huge thanks also go to Sheena and Hung
of Shortie EntertainmentsTheir aspiring
Chinese artistes performed at the Café
Royal in London and raised over £600 for
COCOA.

And thank you to all our supporters whg
keep us going with their standing orders
and cheques and postal orders, large and
small — we are so grateful for your loyal
support.

By sponsoring a child for £18 a month
By giving regularly through your bank
By holding a fundraising event

By getting together with your friends
for a Cuppa for Cocoa coffee morning
By asking your employer and work
colleagues to support us

By using our webshop
www.buy.at/cocoachina

For the adventurous, by taking a

or abroad !

Charity Challenge either in this country

In the summer we helped Eliza and her friend
Zoe find a volunteer placement at one of the
orphanages we support, and were delighted t
receive her report on her stay. “We are now a
the orphanage, it is an amazing place ... Itis
really amazing what they have done, everythi
is so well organised and there is a nanny to
every two babies so they are really well looke
after. We only stayed on day in the one in
Beijing where we didn’t do much other than g¢
for a bike ride and end up with three
watermelons we couldn’t carry back! The nex
day we set off for a smaller branch of the
orphanage somewhere in the middle of Chinal
me, Zoe, lots of luggage and a little baby. We
were bringing her to this orphanage, but we g
some funny looks and concerned Chinesmpjee
we couldn’t understand who | think thought we
had stolen her! It was a seven hour train jou
but she was immaculately behaved and kept ¢
amused! Where we are now is much smaller,

There are 12 babies here. Some are waiting

operations and will hopefully get better and be
adopted, others have had their ops and others

will probably be here all their lives. But they
are so loved and cared for, and they are so |
when you play with them. It is really amazing
what they do here as the main state orphanag
doesn’t have enough time/resources for them
with all the other children. We just play with
them, and hold them for most of the day. We
have settled in to quite a routine here and fee
really at home, we will miss all the babies whe
we leave!” Eliza and her friends are training
the Paris marathon to fund an operation for of
of the children she cared for — please suppert
atwww.justgiving.com/runningforcharlie
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